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30 NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY Winter 
NEW MEMBERS 
FAMILY BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL Mr. and Mrs. John W. Bagwill, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. S.M.C. Barker 
Eugene L. Brownell 
D. M. Callan and Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cauhan 
Bruce and Lois Dickison 
Arnold Art Store & Gallery 
Baccari's Barber Shop 
Belcourt Foundation, Inc. 
Bowler Van & Storage 
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Dwyer 
Dr. and Mrs. Warren C. Edwards 
Mr. and Mrs. William Haney 
Prof. and Mrs. J. B. Hattendorf 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde B. LaRue 
Ruth and Cecil Leonard 
Elizabeth M. Lumsden 
June McCartney 
George W. Monk 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T . Neil 
Capt. and Mrs. Neil C. Porter 
Rev. and Mrs. David A. Ripley 
T .J. Brown Co. 
D. J . Sullivan Co. 
James L . Paradise 
Cleaning Service Inc. 
Portsmouth Veterinary Clinic 
John A. Randall 
R. I. Shoe Repair 
Rooney, Plotkin, and Willey 
Seacoast Enterprises 
Jeffrey L . Staats, AIA 
Alexander G. Walsh 
Williams & Manchester Shipyard 
Linda and Roger Sheffield SUPPORTING 
Mr. and Mrs. John F . Sullivan Anthony J. T. Kloman 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Sullivan Alan Pryce-Jones 
INDIVIDUAL 
Deborah M. Blagusesky 
Tom Bookout 
Mrs. Duncan Buttrick 
Mary A . Campbell 
Colette Laurie Cunningham, M.D. 
Sheila Duncan 
Dorothy G. Eschenheimer 
Dr. Lois Eveleth 
Ellen Greenwell 
Dr. John Gualtieri 
Mrs. John G. McGarry 
Marie Magenheimer 
Susan K. Millis 
Dr. William H. Robinson 
James V. Serzan 
Dr. Robert Ullman 






Dr. Joseph Blumen, M.D. 
Louis Chartier 
CORPORATE 
J .T.'s Ship Chandlery 
Transcom Electronics 
Viking Hotel 
The Society notes with r egret the death of: 
Wolcott S . Brown 
Mrs. John J. Egan 
Judge Arthur J. Sullivan 
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THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Newport Historical Society has maintained a library and 
museum of Newport and Rhode Island history since its incorpo-
rations in 1854. Three centuries of political, business and family 
manuscripts, including the early records of the Town Council housed 
for the City of Newport, together with important holdings of maps, 
prints, photographs, newspapers and maritime memorabilia, are 
preserved by the Society as are furniture, silver, paintings and 
ceramics which give it a representative regional collection of the 
American decorative arts. 
Incorporated into the Society's fireproof building is the 1729 
Newport Seventh Day Baptist Church. In addition the Society owns 
the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House (1675), the Friends Meeting 
House (1669) , and Green End Fort. 
Hours: The Society is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday 9: 30 A.M. to 4: 30 P.M. 
Saturday 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, Holidays 
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House and the Friends Meeting 
House are open June to Labor Day. Tuesday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Newport History solicits original articles on any aspect of 
Newport County history. All submissions will be considered 
by the editorial committee for publication. Obtain information 
from the editor, Eileen Warburton, at Society headquarters. 
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Newport Historical Society 
82 Touro Street 
Newport, Rhode Island 02840 
Return Postage Guaranteed 
Second Class 
POSTAGE PAID 
at Newport, R.I. 02840 
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HISTORY 
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COVER: "Oliver Hazard Perry," Illustration from Harper's Weekly, 
September 8, 1860. 
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WILLIAM A. SHERMAN 
First Vice President 
DR. GEORGE WooDBRIDGE 
Secretary 
PATRICK O'N. HAYES 
Seoond Vice President 
MRs. JoHN HowARD BENSON 
Treasurer 
CAPT. WILBUR T. HOLMES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Until 1986 
MRs. How ARD W . HARDING, JR. 
DR. JAMES w. HOLT, JR. 
RALPH s. JAFFE 
SEN. RoBERT McKENNA 
EDWARD A. SHERMAN, JR. 
JoHN J. SLocuM, JR. 
Until 1985 
JAMES E. GARMAN 
RABBI THEODORE LEWIS 
LEONARD PANAGGIO 
Rrc:HARD B. SHEFFIELD 
DR. HARRISON M . WRIGHT 
RADM. JOHN R. w ADLEIGH 
Until 1984 
MRs. HuGH D. AucHINCLoss 
RoGER P. BRAMAN 
DR. HOWARD S. BROWNE 
FREDERICK C . KING 
DR. BALDWIN SAYER 
ELIZABETH MORRIS SMITH 
Horwrary Director 
MRS. SYDNEY L. WRIGHT 
CURATORS 
CAPT. ARTHUR F . NEWELL, USN ( ret.)', Clocks 
MR. AND MRs. RALPH S. JAFFE, Coins and Medals 
ALDA KAYE, Costumes 
STAFF 
DANIEL SNYDACKER, PH.D. 
Executive Director of the Society 




EILEEN H . WARBURTON, PH.D. 
PATRICIA WALSH 
BETSY D. RAY 
CYNTHIA KENNEY 
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Editorial Committee 
DR. HOWARD S . BROWNE, Chairman 
DR. EILEEN WARBURTON, Editor 
MRs . PETER BoLHOUSE WILLIAM REITZEL 
RICHARD L. CHAMPLIN EnwARD A. SHERMAN, JR. 
MRs. EuGENE B. HENRY, JR. RADM. JoHN R. WADLEIGH 
WILLIAM A. SHERMAN, Ex-Officio 
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The Society assumes no r esponsibility for statements by contributors. 
Bulletins of the Society are for sale at the Society's office. 
Membership : Individual, $15.00 a year; Family, $20.00; Supporting, 
$30.00; Business, $25.00 ; Corporate, $100.00 ; Contributing, $100.00; Life, 
$500 which may be paid in five installments as a Contributing member. 
Those interested in becoming members are cordially invited to do so. 
Contributions and m embership dues are deductible on income tax returns 
according to a ruling of the U .S. Internal Revenue Service. All corres-
pondence regarding membership, including subscriptions to Newport 
H istory, should be addressed to the Society. 
Newport History is published by the Society. All classes of member-
ship include a subscription to this journal. Institutions may subscribe 
to Newport History at the rate of $8.00 a year. Articles appearing in 
Newport History are abstracted and indexed in Historical Abstracts 
and/ or America: History and Life published by the American Biblio-
graphical Center. 
Copyright, Newport Historical Society, 1984 
Printed by Franklin Printing House, Established 1721 
N ewport, Rhode Island 
10





0 3 () 
ne 
.f E A 
FRONTISPIECE: A Map of the American continents at 
the end of the 18th century. From The American Univer-
sal Geography, or A View of the Present State of All the 
Empires, States, and Republics in the Known WORLD and 
of The United States of America in Particular, in Two 
Parts. (Boston, 1796) , Page 37. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
In the commercial history of Newport the connection between this 
city and South America has been a constant feature. Connoisseurs 
of Newport furniture will recall, for example, that mahogany began 
to be imported from Honduras after Jamaican supplies of the fine 
wood were exhausted. Furthermore, throughout the 18th century, 
trade with the Spanish Main was the principal source of hard 
currency for Newport merchants. 
The contents of this issue of Newport History shed some light 
on the diplomatic connections between Newport and the South 
American continent during the early decades of the Republic. Oliver 
Hazard Perry's brief embassy to Venezuela, described and evaluated 
here by Dr. Evelyn Cherpak of the Naval War College, is but one 
example of a prominent citizen of Newport called to represent the 
United States in this other America. Similarly, the correspondence 
between Catharine Dennis and Mary Hunter, the first excerpts of 
which appear in this issue, was occasioned by a diplomatic mission 
to Brazil. In reading the eleven-year cycle of letters in its entirety, it 
is interesting to note how frequently the four sea-going sons of the 
two families are able to call in at their friends' houses, whether in 
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